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1. Roll Call 
  Wildlife Conservation Board Members 

  Charlton H. Bonham, Chair 

 Director, Department of Fish and Wildlife 

  Alina Bokde, Vice Chair, Public Member 

  Gayle Miller, Member 

   Chief Deputy Director, Policy, Department of Finance 

  Damon Nagami, Public Member 

  Fran Pavley, Public Member 

  Kathryn Phillips, Public Member 

  Samantha Murray, President 

 Fish and Game Commission 

  Joint Legislative Advisory Committee 

  Senator Andreas Borgeas 

  Senator Nancy Skinner 

  Senator Henry Stern 

  Assemblymember Luz Rivas 

  Assemblymember Laura Friedman ï Alternate 

  Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan 

  Assemblymember Miguel Santiago ï Alternate 

  Assemblymember Steve Bennett 

  Assemblymember Eduardo Garcia ï Alternate 

  Executive Director 

  John P. Donnelly 
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2. Public Forum for Items not on this Agenda 
This item provides an opportunity for the general public to share comments or 

concerns on topics that are not included in this agenda. Speakers shall be limited 

to two minutes. The Board may not discuss or take action on any matter raised 

during this item, except to decide whether to place the matter on the agenda of a 

future meeting. (Sections 11125, 11125.7(a), Government Code) 

3. Funding Status ï Informational 
The following funding status depicts total Capital Outlay and Local Assistance 
appropriations by fund source and fund number:  

GENERAL FUND (0001) $929,554,045.00 
November 2022 Board Meeting Allocation: (85,666,938.00) 
Total Project Development: (44,863,801.00) 
Projected Unallocated Balance: $799,023,306.00 

HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND (0262) $57,978,636.53 
November 2022 Board Meeting Allocation: (5,010,000.00) 
Total Project Development: (10,402,348.00) 
Projected Unallocated Balance: $42,566,288.53 

WILDLIFE AND COASTAL PROTECTION ACT  
OF 1988 (0786)) $3,778,917.00 

November 2022 Board Meeting Allocation: (0.00) 
Total Project Development: (0.00) 
Projected Unallocated Balance $3,778,917.00 

GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION FUND (3228) $3,863,441.67 
November 2022 Board Meeting Allocation: (425,000.00) 

                     Total Project Development: (2,375,000.00) 
Projected Unallocated Balance: $1,063,441.67 

CALIFORNIA CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, SAFE  
NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS AND COASTAL PROTECTION  
BOND FUND (Proposition 40) (6029) $5,353,900.13 

November 2022 Board Meeting Allocation: (2,392,268.00) 
Total Project Development: (1,092,500.00) 
Projected Unallocated Balance: $1,869,132.13 

WATER SECURITY, CLEAN DRINKING WATER,  
COASTAL AND BEACH PROTECTION FUND OF  
2002 (Proposition 50) (6031) $10,927,900.96 

November 2022 Board Meeting Allocation: (0.00) 
Total Project Development: (4,393,955.00) 
Projected Unallocated Balance: $6,533,945.96 
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SAFE DRINKING WATER, WATER QUALITY AND  
SUPPLY, FLOOD CONTROL, RIVER AND COASTAL  
PROTECTION FUND OF 2006 (Proposition 84) (6051) $6,822,125.46 

November 2022 Board Meeting Allocation: (0.00) 
Total Project Development: (3,200,000.00) 
Projected Unallocated Balance: $3,622,125.46 

WATER QUALITY, SUPPLY, AND INFRASTRUCTURE  
IMPROVEMENT FUND (Proposition 1) (6083) $47,436,064.22 

November 2022 Board Meeting Allocation: (0.00) 
Total Project Development: (0.00) 
Projected Unallocated Balance: $47,436,064.22 

THE CALIFORNIA DROUGHT, WATER, PARKS, CLIMATE,  
COASTAL PROTECTION, AND OUTDOOR ACCESS FOR  
ALL ACT OF 2018 (Proposition 68) (6088) $91,984,527.22 

November 2022 Board Meeting Allocation: (1,555,403.00) 
Total Project Development:  (8,315,400.00) 
Projected Unallocated Balance: $82,113,724.22 

TOTAL ï ALL FUNDS $1,157,699,558.19 
Grand Total ï November 2022 Board Meeting Allocation: (95,049,609.00) 
Grand Total - Project Development: (74,643,004.00) 
Grand Total Projected Unallocated Balance: $988,006,945.19 

4. Herbicide Discussion and Presentation on changes to the WCB 
Herbicide Questionnaire 
Dr. Krista Hoffman, CDFWôs Integrated Pest Management Coordinator, will give an 
overview on the Departmentôs Herbicide Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) 
document. WCB staff will then give a presentation summarizing public comments 
received on the Herbicide Questionnaire and will recommend updates for Board 
consideration. 

5. Proposed WCB Appraisal Policy Change 
This item is withdrawn and will be presented during WCBôs February 2023 
meeting. 

Consent Items 

Items 6-16 are part of the Consent Calendar  
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6. Recovery of Funds, Tuesday, November 15, 2022 
The following projects previously authorized by the Board are now completed, and 
some have balances of funds that can be recovered and returned to their 
respective funds. It is recommended that the following totals be recovered and that 
the projects be closed.  

Table 1 - Recoveries by Fund 

Fund Name Amount 

General Fund $24,889.70 

Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air, and Coastal Protection Bond Fund $0.00 

Habitat Conservation Fund $185,253.05 

Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund $0.01 

California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection Fund $7,633.20 

Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal 
Protection Fund of 2006 $107,286.65 

Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Fund of 2014 $398,741.58 

The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For 
All Act of 2018 $7,202.00 

Total Recoveries for All Funds $731,006.19 

Table 2 - General Fund 

Project Name Allocated Expended Balance 

Lone Pine Ranch, Phase II $10,050,000.00 $10,025,110.30 $24,889.70 

Total Recoveries to General Fund $24,889.70 

Table 3 - Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air, and Coastal Protection 
Bond Fund 

Project Name Allocated Expended Balance 

San Joaquin River Parkway, Sycamore Island 
Fishing Pond Enhancement Augmentation $141,000.00 $141,000.00 $0.00 

Total Recoveries Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air, and 
Coastal Protection Bond Fund $0.00 

Table 4 - Habitat Conservation Fund 

Project Name Allocated Expended Balance 

Central Region State Wildlife Area Habitat 
Enhancement Project $993,000.00 $985,783.07 $7,216.93 

Central Region State Wildlife Area Habitat 
Enhancement Project Augmentation $302,000.00 $296,823.76 $5,176.54 

Ervin Ranch, Expansion 1 $180,000.00 $152,116.63 $27,883.37 

Gray Lodge Wildlife Area, Water Recirculation 
and Wetland Restoration Project $1,500,000.00 $1,451,612.64 $48,387.36 
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Project Name Allocated Expended Balance 

Honey Lake Wildlife Area Water Infrastructure 
Improvements $396,000.00 $338,650.79 $57,349.21 

Woodland Regional Park Habitat 
Enhancement $511,000.00 $471,760.36 $39,239.64 

Total Recoveries to Habitat Conservation Fund $185,253.05 

Table 5 - Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund 

Project Name Allocated Expended Balance 

Building Climate Resiliency in Central Valley 
Wetlands $197,000.00 $196,999.99 $0.01 

Lower Walnut Creek Restoration Project $1,250,000.00 $1,250,000.00 $0.00 

Total Recoveries to Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund $0.01 

Table 6- California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal 
Protection Fund 

Project Name Allocated Expended Balance 

Laguna Wildlife Area, Expansion 9 (Ambrosini 
Ranch) $1,340,000.00 $1,332,366.80 $7,633.20 

San Joaquin River Parkway, Sycamore Island 
Fishing Pond Enhancement Augmentation $59,000.00 $59,000.00 $0.00 

Total Recoveries to California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood 
Parks, and Coastal Protection Fund $7,633.20 

Table 7- Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and 
Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 

Project Name Allocated Expended Balance 

Deer Creek Hydrological and Technical Studies $170,000.00 $105,696.36 $64,303.64 

San Joaquin River Parkway, River Center 
Public Access Improvements $400,000.00 $357,016.99 $42,983.01 

Total Recoveries to Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood 
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 $107,286.65 

Table 8- Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Fund of 2014 

Project Name Allocated Expended Balance 

Deer Creek Irrigation District Diversion 
Automation $328,659.00 $0.00 $328,659.00 

Mattole Headwaters Streamflow 
Enhancement Planning Project $565,048.00 $565,024.94 $23.06 

Navarro River Watershed Streamflow 
Enhancement $726,374.23 $698,777.46 $27,596.77 
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Project Name Allocated Expended Balance 

San Geronimo Conservation Easement and 
Flow Enhancement $2,130,000.00 $2,110,000.00 $20,000.00 

San Joaquin River Parkway, Sycamore Island 
Fishing Pond Enhancement Project $1,606,627.00 $1,587,273.35 $19,353.65 

San Luis Obispo Creek Flow Enhancement $250,062.00 $250,061.99 $0.01 

Santa Rosa Creek Flow Enhancement Pilot 
Project $627,225.64 $624,116.55 $3,109.09 

Total Recoveries to Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure 
Improvement Fund of 2014   $398,741.58 

Table 9- The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and 
Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 

Project Name Allocated Expended Balance 

Attiyeh Ranch Conservation Easements $3,900,000.00 $3,892,798.00 $7,202.00 

Total Recoveries to The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, 
Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 $7,202.00 
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7. China Hill, Expansion 4 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) approve this project 
as proposed; allocate $40,750 from the General Fund, Budget Act of 2021 for a 
grant to the Siskiyou Land Trust (SLT); approve the acceptance of a U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) Habitat Conservation Plan Land Acquisition grant in the 
amount of $59,250 and approve the subgrant of the federal funds to SLT; authorize 
staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this project; 
and authorize staff and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) to 
proceed substantially as planned. 

Project Title: China Hill, Expansion 4 
Project Type: Fee Title (11± acres) 
Grantee: Siskiyou Land Trust 
Amount Recommended: $40,750 
Funding Partners: USFWS 
County: Siskiyou 
Program: Land Acquisition  
Funding: General Fund 
Strategic Plan: Goals: A.2, A.3, E.1  Objectives: SI 1.3, 2.2, 2.4 
Disadvantaged Community: Within a disadvantaged community 

LOCATION  
The property (Property), known as China Hill, is located in Siskiyou County on the 
east side of City of Yreka (City). The east side of Yreka is made up of sprawl and 
rural ranchette style housing primarily devoted to grazing, but mostly rural 
residences and limited commercial development. The Property is more specifically 
located approximately one mile east of I-5 near the intersection of Juniper Road 
and Montague Road. Surrounding land uses include rural ranchettes and private 
cattle ranching. 

The Property boarders neighboring parcels already protected as city park lands 
and owned by the City. The 11± acre China Hill property will significantly expand 
the protected area the Yreka Phlox calls home. The Yreka phlox is a small pink 
wildflower endemic to the hills surrounding the City and is a listed endangered 
species by both the United States and State of California under their respective 
endangered species acts. 

This project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning 
with Pathway 2: Execute Strategic Land Acquisitions. 

The California State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) designates the area surrounding 
the Property as the Cascades and Modoc Plateau Province. This acquisition will 
help advance CDFWôs land conservation policies and wildlife protection goals in 
the SWAP by conserving sustainable plant and animal communities that support 
multiple species of interest. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The Property is an undeveloped, irregularly shaped tract of land that includes one 
assessor parcel number. It has been managed as speculation for development for 
many years. The topography of the Property varies from 2800 to 2900 feet above 
sea level. The general terrain of the vicinity and the Property is rolling hills 
supporting grasslands, junipers and sage brush habitat types. The surrounding 
area is characterized by a significant amount of developed rural homesteads along 
with large rangeland landscapes. 

The Property is of ecological significance for Yreka phlox. The plant is endemic to 
serpentine soils, and China Hill is at the plantôs northern range. Currently, there are 
between 1000-3000 Yreka phlox plants spread across approximately 47 acres. The 
Yreka phlox recovery plan identifies the protection of China Hill as key to the 
recovery of the species.  

Other species observed on the Property that will benefit from its protection include 
the following: Swainsonôs hawk, golden eagle, and bald eagle. Deer, bobcat, bear, 
and mountain lion are known to use the Property as well.  

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 
SLT will manage the Property once it is acquired in cooperation with the City and 
the Siskiyou Gardens, Parks, and Greenways Association. The habitat will be 
maintained in conjunction with other properties owned by the City. Eventually, SLT 
may transfer ownership to the City. The City will manage the property according to 
the terms of the original grant agreement.  

PROJECT FUNDING 
The Department of General Services (DGS) approved fair market value is 
$100,000 The proposed funding breakdown for the project is as follows: 

Partners Amount 

WCB $40,750 

USFWS  $59,250 

 $100,000 

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION 
Support: 

¶ None received 
Opposition: 

¶ None received 

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 
The project has been reviewed for compliance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) requirements and is proposed as exempt under CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15313, Class 13, as an acquisition of land for wildlife 
conservation purposes, and Section 15325, Class 25, as a transfer of an 
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ownership interest in land to preserve open space and existing natural conditions, 
including plant or animal habitats. Subject to authorization by WCB, a Notice of 
Exemption (NOE) will be filed with the State Clearinghouse. 
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8. Yreka Phlox Soap Creek Ridge (Anderson) 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $105,075 
from Proposition 12, Public Resources Code Section 5096.350(a)(5) for a grant to 
SLT; approve the acceptance of a USFWS Habitat Conservation Plan Land 
Acquisition grant in the amount of $294,925 and approve the subgrant of the 
federal funds to SLT; authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements 
necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize staff and CDFW to proceed 
substantially as planned. 

Project Title: Yreka Phlox Soap Creek Ridge (Anderson) 
Project Type: Fee Title (655± acres) 
Grantee: Siskiyou Land Trust 
Amount Recommended: $105,075  
Funding Partners: USFWS 
County: Siskiyou 
Program: Land Acquisition  
Funding: Proposition 12 
Strategic Plan:  Goals: A.2, A.3, E.1  Objectives: SI 1.3, 2.2, 2.4 
Disadvantaged Community: Within a disadvantaged community 

LOCATION  
The property (Property), known as the Anderson parcels, is located in Siskiyou 
County southwest of the city of Yreka (City) and is comprised of 655± acres. The 
southwest side of Yreka is made up of sprawl and rural ranchette style housing 
that quickly diminish to large timbered tracts of land. The Property is more 
specifically located approximately four miles west of I-5 on the north side of Fort 
Jones Road. Surrounding land uses include, rural ranchettes, industrial forest, and 
cattle ranching. 

The Property borders a neighboring parcel to the north already protected as part of 
the Klamath National Forest and owned by the U.S. Forest Service (USFS). The 
Property will significantly expand the protected area the Yreka phlox calls home. 
The Yreka phlox is a small pink wildflower endemic to the hills surrounding the City 
and is a listed endangered species by both the United States and State of 
California under their respective endangers species acts. 

This project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning 
with Pathway 2: Execute Strategic Land Acquisitions. 

SWAP designates the area surrounding the Property as the North Coast and 
Klamath Province. This acquisition will help advance CDFWôs land conservation 
policies and wildlife protection goals in the SWAP by conserving sustainable plant 
and animal communities that support multiple species of interest. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The Property is directly north of Fort Jones Road. The Property, nearly square 
tract of land that includes three assessor parcel numbers. The Property has been 
managed for livestock grazing and timber production for many years. The 
topography of the Property varies from 3,290 to 4,000 feet above sea level with 
rolling to steeply sloping terrain and is predominantly grasslands and forest. The 
Property consists of slopes that support Jeffrey pine forest, with incense cedar, 
and Douglas-fir; shrub communities with buckbrush, birch-leaf mountain 
mahogany, and Fremontôs silk tassel; and herbaceous communities dominated by 
grasses and a diverse assemblage of forbs. The surrounding area is characterized 
by a significant amount of developed rural homesteads along with large rangeland 
and timbered landscapes. 

The Property is of ecological significance for Yreka phlox, which is known from only 
five populations, all in the vicinity of Yreka. The plant is endemic to serpentine soils, 
which is a unique and limited soil type that occurs on the Property. The Property 
supports more than 40 percent of the largest known Yreka phlox population, with 
plants spread throughout the Property. The Yreka phlox recovery plan identifies the 
protection of the Property as key to the recovery of the species.  

Species observed on the Property that will benefit from its protection include the 
following: Swainsonôs hawk, golden eagle, bald eagle, and prairie falcon. Deer, 
bobcat, mountain lion, bear, and fisher are known or expected to use the Property 
as well. Additionally, other California endemic plant species, such as Scott Valley 
phacelia and Scott Mountain bedstraw occur on the Property.   

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 
SLT will manage the Property once it is acquired. SLTôs management will be 
ñhands offò or ñpassiveò to allow the phlox to flourish like it does presently. SLTôs 
management objectives for the land would be consistent with those of the 
Recovery Plan for Yreka phlox and would be supported by technical assistance 
from the Yreka USFWS. SLT will develop a Memorandum of Understanding or 
other such agreement with USFWS to develop management objectives for the 
acquired properties that conserve and protect the species and the unique habitat 
on which it occurs in perpetuity.  

PROJECT FUNDING 
The DGS approved fair market value is $400,000 The proposed funding 
breakdown for the project is as follows: 

Partners Amount 

WCB $105,075 

USFWS  $294,925 

 $400,000 
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PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION 
Support: 

¶ None received 
Opposition: 

¶ None received 

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 
The project has been reviewed for compliance with CEQA requirements and is 
proposed as exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15313, Class 13, as an 
acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes, and Section 15325, Class 25, 
as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to preserve open space and existing 
natural conditions, including plant or animal habitats. Subject to authorization by 
WCB, an NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse. 
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9. CAL FIRE Mattole Headwaters 
Withdrawn from consideration at this time. 
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10. Wilson Ranch Meadow Restoration 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $892,000 
from the General Fund, Budget Act of 2022; authorize staff to enter into 
appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize staff 
and CDFW to proceed substantially as planned. 

Project Title: Wilson Ranch Meadow Restoration 
Project Type: Implementation 
Applicant/Grantee: American Rivers 
Amount Recommended: $892,000 
Funding Partners: USFS, American Rivers, National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation 
Landowner: USFS 
County: El Dorado 
Program: California Forest Conservation  
Funding: General Fund 
Strategic Plan:  Goals: B.1  Objectives: SI 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 
Disadvantaged Community: Not within a disadvantaged community 

LOCATION 
The Wilson Ranch Meadow Restoration project (Project) area encompasses 90 
acres of montane meadow habitat in the headwaters of the South Fork American 
River. South Fork Silver Creek and the Wilson Ditch tributary merge in Wilson 
Ranch Meadow. South Fork Silver Creek runs along the southeastern edge in the 
lower half of the meadow and the Wilson Ditch tributary flows north to south 
through three quarters of the meadow. The Project area is situated in Eldorado 
National Forest, approximately 30 miles northeast of Pollock Pines in El Dorado 
County. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
American Rivers and Eldorado National Forest have been working to advance 
restoration at Wilson Ranch meadow since 2017. This Project was vetted by the 
American River Meadows Stakeholder Group and identified as the top priority 
among 40 meadow restoration opportunities due to its impacted hydrologic 
condition and its potential to benefit wildlife, including Sierra Nevada yellow-legged 
frog, southern long-toed salamander, and willow flycatcher. 

Wilson Ranch Meadow has been impacted by logging, ranching, road construction, 
and recreational uses. For example, at the top of the Wilson Ditch tributary, an 
undersized vented ford road crossing concentrates flow, causing erosion and 
channel incision in the meadow. The cement-and-steel vented ford, constructed in 
1975, is 110 feet long and up to four feet high. To ensure all flows were forced 
through the ford, the bottom of the channel was excavated more than three feet 
below the natural meadow floodplain elevation and road fill was used to create a 
dam to block and divert flows. Additionally, paved roadways along the east and 
north ends of the meadow (Wrightôs Tie Road and Wrightôs Lake Road) lead to the 
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ford. These roadways concentrate dispersed hillslope flows and redirect them into 
the vented ford.  

The concentration of flow has caused the channel to incise through approximately 
three quarters of the meadow, lowering the water table and causing hydrologic 
disconnection from the meadow floodplain. As a result, vegetation on the floodplain 
has partially converted from wet meadow to upland vegetation, which includes 
extensive conifer encroachment. Also, high-velocity flows passing through the 
vented ford limit aquatic organism passage and connectivity to additional 
headwaters habitat. The meadow drains rapidly, constraining the size and duration 
of pooling on the floodplain surface, a resource that could be used by Sierra 
Nevada yellow-legged frog and southern long-toed salamander. This loss of 
saturated conditions also reduces and degrades willow flycatcher habitat.  

The Project will restore the meadowôs ecological processes by replacing the 
vented ford with eight recessed box culverts, filling the incised Wilson Ditch 
tributary, installing a grade control feature at the confluence of the Wilson Ditch 
Tributary and South Fork Silver Creek, and installing three weirs in South Fork 
Silver Creek. The repaired channel will reconnect a network of natural swales that 
will improve groundwater recharge and raise the water table. Additionally, a grade 
control feature and boulder weirs will be installed in South Fork Silver Creek to 
stabilize the system. Anticipated Project benefits include restored hydrologic 
function and enhanced wet meadow habitat as well as increased groundwater 
recharge, soil carbon, and base flows. 

This Project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning 
with Pathway 6: Expand and Accelerate Environmental Restoration and 
Stewardship. 

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 
The USFS has adopted a Management Plan that guides management actions for 
the property, including management of the Project area. If at any time during the 
25-year life of the Project, American Rivers does not manage and maintain the 
project improvements, the Grant Agreement requires that it refund to the state of 
California an amortized amount of funds based on the number of years left on the 
Project life. 

PROJECT FUNDING 
The proposed funding breakdown for the Project is as follows: 

Project Task WCB 
Non-WCB 

Funds 
Total Cost 

Project Management $113,551 $20,000 $133,551 

Restoration $671,723 $508,420 $1,196,723 
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Project Task WCB 
Non-WCB 

Funds 
Total Cost 

Indirect Costs $25,726 $16,580 $25,726 

Contingency $81,000 --- $81,000 

Total $892,000 $545,000 $1,437,000 

Costs associated with WCB funding include: 

¶ Project Management: Project team coordination, stakeholder 
communications, outreach, and grant administration. 

¶ Restoration: Project implementation per the design plan and oversight of 
restoration activities. 

¶ Indirect Costs: Incidental or indirect costs not to exceed 20 percent of the 
total direct WCB award, minus subcontractor and equipment costs. 

¶ Contingency: Unanticipated project costs associated with WCB-funded 
tasks only, requires WCB staff approval prior to use. 

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION 
Support: 

¶ Dionne Uzes, Pacific District Ranger, Eldorado National Forest 
Opposition: 

¶ None received 

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 
The Project is proposed as exempt from CEQA pursuant to the state CEQA 
Guidelines, Section 15333, Class 33, Small Habitat Restoration Projects, as a 
project not exceeding five acres in size to assure the maintenance, restoration, 
enhancement, or protection of habitat for fish, plants, or wildlife. Subject to 
approval of this proposal by WCB, the appropriate NOE will be filed with the State 
Clearinghouse. 
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11. Barber Creek 
Withdrawn from consideration at this time. 
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12. Santa Cruz Long-toed Salamander (Hasan) 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $900,000 
from the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and 
Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68), Public Resources Code 
Section 80111(d); authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary 
to accomplish this project; and authorize staff and CDFW to proceed substantially 
as planned. 

Project Title: Santa Cruz Long-toed Salamander (Hasan) 
Project Type: Fee Title (3± acres) 
Amount Recommended: $900,000 
County: Santa Cruz 
Program: Land Acquisition Program 
Funding: Proposition 68 
Strategic Plan: Goals:A.3, A.4 Objectives: SI 1.2, 1.3 
Disadvantaged Community: Not within a disadvantaged community 

LOCATION 
The property (Property) is bordered on the north by Vista Del Mar Drive, on the 
west by Custa Drive, on the east by Zanzibar Drive, and on the south by the 
Seascape Uplands Preserve (managed through the Seascape Uplands HCP), in 
Santa Cruz County.   

Located on the north coast of Monterey Bay, the Property includes the majority of 
the upper watershed of Bush Gulch; a small coastal watershed that occurs 
between the larger coastal watersheds of Valencia Creek and the Pajaro River. 
Bush Gulch, like many small coastal watersheds, provides habitat connectivity 
between the ocean and the upper reaches of the watershed. The Property is 
comprised of intact coastal habitats. Coastal habitats like these are in decline 
throughout the state, and include coastal scrub, coast live oak woodland, coastal 
terrace prairie and riparian woodland. This project contributes to the goals of 
Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning with Pathway 2: Execute Strategic Land 
Acquisitions. 

The Property is considered a priority parcel and is located within both the Santa 
Cruz Long-Toed Salamander Conceptual Area Protection Plan (CAPP) and the 
Santa Cruz Long-Toed Salamander Ecological Reserve. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The Property is composed of a single 3.49-acre parcel with access provided via 
Vista Del Mar Drive. The Property is surrounded on the east, south, and west sides 
by the 64-acre CDFW-owned Willow Canyon, which was funded by WCB in 2009. 
The Willow Canon property contains an active long-toed salamander breeding 
pond, which compliments the upland habitat characteristics found on-site.  
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The purpose of this acquisition is to protect upland habitat to support a viable 
population of Santa Cruz long-toed salamanders and the California red-legged 
frog. Protection of this Property will conserve limited upland habitat important to 
the lifecycle and survival of the Santa Cruz long-toed salamander. Santa Cruz 
long-toed salamanders inhabit freshwater wetlands for breeding and adjacent 
upland scrub and woodland areas during the non-breeding season. The Property 
is significant for the recovery of breeding populations of Santa Cruz long-toed 
salamander. The acquisition of the Property, could contribute toward potential 
federal downlisting of the species by protecting a substantial portion of uplands 
utilized as sheltering habitat by Santa Cruz long-toed salamander at Seascape, 
providing a corridor for dispersal of Santa Cruz long-toed salamanders between 
Valencia Lagoon and Seascape. Acquisition of the subject property, coupled with 
the Seascape Uplands Preserve, will increase the amount of upland habitat 
available to Santa Cruz long-toed salamanders there by approximately fifty 
percent. 

The California red-legged frog is listed as threatened under the Endangered 
Species Act and is a California State species of special concern. The Property falls 
entirely within Core Area 19 of the Central Coast Recovery Unit for the California 
red-legged frog. In addition to the Santa Cruz long-toed salamander and the 
California reg-legged frog, the Property could also benefit the white-tailed kite, 
Cooperôs hawk, San Francisco dusky-footed woodrat, and pallid bat. 

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 
CDFW will manage and monitor the Property. The management objectives will be 
similar to that in the Willow Canyon Land Management Plan which will include 
maintaining the Property as critical Santa Cruz long-toed salamander habitat, 
conduct wildlife surveys, and continue coordination of population surveys.  

PROJECT FUNDING 
The DGS approved fair market value is $900,000. The proposed funding 
breakdown for the project is as follows: 

Partners Amount 

WCB $900,000 

TOTAL Purchase Price $900,000 

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION 
Support: 

¶ None received. 
Opposition: 

¶ None received. 

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 
The project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to Public Resources Code 21080.28, 
Acquisition of an Interest in Land by a Public Agency, as an acquisition of an 
interest in land by a public agency for preservation of natural conditions existing at 
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the time of transfer, including plant and animal habitats. Subject to Board approval 
of the project, staff will file the appropriate NOE with the State Clearinghouse and 
the county clerk. 

 






















































































































